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       Dominican Center 

       Spirituality for Mission 

     
                                                  Winter 2018 

A TIME OF FEELING, DEEPENING, 

TOUCHING, ROOTING, BEGINNING 

Purple and blue, gray and stark, 
A cry inside me, new year’s reflection, 

 
Beginning again circles of life, 

Well spring of life; pulls of longing; 
Roots beginning deep within earth… 

Dormancy and inner growth… 
 

Long winter shadows and low sunsets… 
A time of staying warm and safe inside… 

Waiting and promise, words often unspoken, 
Creativity and incubation… Epiphany, 
Martin Luther King, Hearts and Lent 

 

                                 WINTER      

Nancyann Turner, OP 
DCSM Board Member   

 
 

The photo above is of the statue Mary on Mission, a 
sculpture by David Wanner. Presently, we are in the 
process of securing a new, permanent logo for the 
Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission.   

We want an active design – one that speaks to a 
Dominican presence, to a commitment to mission, and to 
a global consciousness.  It’s coming, keep watching … 
 

Mary on Mission 

Sculpture by: David 

Wanner    Located: 

Motherhouse of Adrian   

Dominican Sisters 

Board Members 

Anneliese Sinnott ,OP 

Chairperson 

Jo Gaugier, OP 

Barbara Kelley OP 

Mary Sue Kennedy, OP 

Cheryl Liske, OP 

Faith Offman, OPA 

The Rev. Maryjane Peck 

Mary Louise Putrow, OP 

Nancyann Turner, OP 

 

Center Staff 

Adrienne Schaffer, OP 

Center Director 

Karen  Rossman, OP   

Program Director 

Newsletter Editor 

Rebecca Hodge, OP 

Technology 
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                            From the Director’s Chair   
 

We who serve at the Dominican Center hold you and your intentions in 

prayerful support in this New Year and extend blessings of Awareness, Love 

and Gratitude to you, our friends. 

The Dominican Center will continue to nurture the Contemplative Life by assisting people of 

every faith to relate to God, as cited in the Mission Statement. 

Please continue to keep in touch through the website, Facebook, newsletters, and e-mail 

messages as experiences and opportunities develop.   Happy New Year! 

 

 

Annual Colloquium  
 

Fifty-Five Spiritual Directors assembled on Monday, 

November 13th to participate in the Annual DCSM 

Colloquium for Spiritual Directors.  Elizabeth (Beth) 

Liebert, SNJM was the speaker and her topic: “Finding 

Hope Again in the Spiritual Direction Relationship”.  
 

Dr. Liebert is currently formation director for the Sisters of Holy 

Names of Jesus and Mary.  She recently retired as a Professor of  

Spiritual Life at San Francisco Theological Seminary.  She is a 

Core Doctoral Faculty member of GTU since 1987.  Dr. Liebert 

has authored numerous books on 

spirituality. 
 

The attending spiritual directors explored the meaning of hope, where it 

is found and what are possible components.  Sister Liebert led the group 

in several spiritual practices which could be used for personal 

development as well as being useful tools for Directees.   
 

In conclusion, Beth encouraged the Spiritual Directors to embrace their 

own health and well-being.  The day was full and fruitful.  The group 

expressed gratitude to Sister Beth. 
 

The Colloquium for Spiritual Directors is held annually in the autumn – 

the date for next year’s program to be announced soon. 

 
 

 

The Dominican Center also offers a 2-year internship program in Spiritual 

Direction.  Classes begin again in September 2018. 
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Dominican Witness 
As Program Director, I asked for the insights that younger, newer Dominicans have about the 

relevance of the Dominican charism for addressing today’s false beliefs (heresies).   

 
Sister Antonette (Nette) Lumbang, OP, a Dominican Sister of Adrian who 

lives and ministers in the Philippines, responded.   

She is the Justice Promoter for the Adrian Remedies 

Mission Chapter.   
 

Sister ministered in pastoral work in the past two  

years with our Aeta (Indigenous People) community 

in Porac, Pampanga.  

Currently, she is completing a Master’s Degree in Theological Studies 

at Ateneo de Manila University. Sister Antonette made final vows in 

March 2017.         

     
                        Courtesy of Adrian Dominican Sisters 

 

Why be a Dominican? What does speaking truth mean today? 
 

In a span of two months this past fall, we have heard or maybe seen the extra judicial killings in 

the Philippines, heavy floods in Nepal and Bangladesh, hurricane destruction in Puerto Rico, 

Dominican Republic, Florida, other nearby states and islands, the gun violence in Nevada, the 

wildfires in California, not to mention other issues in different countries escaping international 

coverage. Amidst the injustices (climate included), violence and hatred sown in the world today, 

it is not unusual to hear people admit to their sense of helplessness, or worse hopelessness, to 

what is happening all around.  
 

Now, more than ever, I feel grateful for the gift of my Dominican vocation. Being Dominican 

nurtures my sense of hope while confronted with the daunting present. It gives me the lens to 

view what's happening in the world, good or bad, with deeper faith in the transcendent One 

whose love for all goes beyond what is imaginable. 
 

To live in hope means getting up each morning ready to face what today brings. It is looking at 

our problems square in the face, to search for the truth that could ultimately lead to the answers 

we have been praying for. One Dominican motto is "to contemplate and give to others the fruit 

of our contemplation”. Somehow, it encapsulates neatly the flow of our life which relies heavily 

on prayer, our personal connection with God, that permeates our relationships with our neighbors 

and the rest of the world. As Dominicans, our contemplation is enriched by the daily experiences 

of our encounter with the people. What we bring to God in prayer are real stories of struggles, 

frustrations and joys. In return, though unrecognizable at times, prayer gives us strength, 

reassurance and renewed hope for a more promising future.  
 

 "Prayer" is not isolated to the divine realm, it is a strong link to the life of the people who are 

largely responsible for what actually happens in the society. Our prayer moves us to act with 

kindness, respond in love, facilitate healing, be just in our dealings and raise our voices against 

injustices. As Dominicans, we do not subscribe to prayer being used as a recourse to inaction. 
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Rather, it directs us to remain involved and be strong advocates of justice, love and peace in our 

respective realities. 
 

To be a Dominican is a gift, but at the same time a challenge. The challenge is to emulate our 

founder, Br. Dominic, a preacher of truth, in this present age. Today, much of that truth is 

shrouded with politicking, selfish accumulation of profit, and pursuit of vainglory. I realized that 

the first task is always to seek the truth to be preached. And this is no mean feat. Speaking the 

truth today entails tedious study beyond the pages of books to reading the signs of the times. It 

calls for discernment, setting aside personal prejudices, and finally, finding the courage to "speak 

your mind even when your voice shakes" (Maggie Kuhn). It can mean raising your voice against 

the deafening stillness of passivity and indifference. For some of us, it is going against a wrong 

masquerading as right due to majority support. At times, speaking truth is having the humility to 

admit your mistake when it dawns that you arrived at a wrong conclusion. Whichever it may be, 

our prayer at the start and end of each day is that through it all, we let the Spirit guide and unite 

us with Jesus - our way, truth, and life. 
 

Thank you, Sister Antonette. 

 

 

 

         

 

Just Thinking …    
Notes from the Program Director  

 

When I started in this role as Program Director, I attended a week-long 

meeting / retreat called JusticeCraft.  During the week I was exposed to many justice issues that 

called for a response from people of faith.  I was learning to think globally and to hear the gospel 

message with a new imperative.   

Since that experience, I have asked myself many times, what is justice spirituality?  For some of 

us the concept feels familiar but for others of us it feels foreign. Sometimes I think I understand 

it; other times it slips away. 

We often make strange distinctions between God’s justice and God’s mercy, suggesting that 

when God is just we get what is fair or what we deserve, not what is generous. In other words, 

God’s justice is without mercy and God’s mercy is beyond what is just.   And yet, is that really 

God’s way?  So much in our scriptures, contemporary theology and church teaching suggests 

that God is not confined or limited by our inability to understand how divine mercy and divine 

justice might work together.  Thank God! The basic message is clear: God’s relationship with us 

is one of unconditional love.     

 

So, what is justice spirituality and even more importantly for me, what is justice spirituality in 

light of the Dominican Charism?  Is it simply a system of ethics, a guide for how to behave? 
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 I don’t know how the “experts” would define justice spirituality but in the Hebrew Scriptures 

(Micah 6:8) we are told that what Yahweh asks of us is “to act justly, to love tenderly, and to 

walk humbly with your God”. No distinctions are made, rather it is a prescription for living in 

faith.  So, perhaps, justice spirituality is simply acting with tender love for everyone and all 

creation?  According to Richard Rohr, Emerging Christianity is both longing for and moving 

toward a way of following Jesus that has much more to do with lifestyle than 

with belief.   Certainly, the prophet Micah was well known by the Jesus who summarized all 

God’s commandments into the two great commandments: Love God; love neighbor. 

The Dominican Charism demands that our spirituality is always one that is grounded in study, 

held in prayer, and fearlessly preached to counter false beliefs.   Dominican Justice Spirituality 

brings God’s Word into the questions of today so that truth can be found and celebrated.   

 
 

Coming Soon 

Therefore, I am pleased to announce that we have contracted with Father James E. Hug, SJ for 

a biweekly blog in Justice Spirituality.  Jim will focus our attention and prayer, examine the 

structural causes of injustice, and reflect on it in the light of faith. 

Fr. Hug is more than qualified for this role and we are excited to bring you 

his message.  Jim has a Masters in Christian Spirituality and a PhD in 

Theology, with a focus on social ethics.   He worked on national and 

international social justice issues in Washington, D.C., for 33 years, 27 of 

those at the Center of Concern, 24 as its president-director.  His work took 

him around the world, connecting with social justice organizations and 

networks on six continents.   

Drawing on the words of the Center’s mission statement during many of those years, Jim’s work 

was rooted in Catholic social tradition. Jim and his colleagues worked collaboratively to create a 

world where economic and social systems will guarantee basic rights, uphold human dignity, 

promote sustainable livelihoods, and renew Earth.   

For the last 4 years, Jim has been a chaplain in residence at a Dominican Motherhouse, growing 

in understanding and appreciation of the Dominican charism.  We look forward to bringing his 

rich and Dominican-accented experience to bear on these troubled times as we all search together 

for spiritual resources to guide and energize our mission today.   

Jim’s blog: TRUTH THAT DOES JUSTICE will begin January 11th, 2018. 

 

 



6 
 

Program Update 

Dominican Summer Directed Retreat 

at Capuchin Retreat Center 

Begins 2:00 Sunday, July 22, 2018 

Ends 2:00 Friday, July 27, 2018 

 

Privately directed retreat at the 

spacious and picturesque 

Capuchin Retreat Center 

northwest of the Detroit Metro 

Area (62460 Mt. Vernon Road 

Washington, MI.)   

 

Individual retreat directors will 

be available for daily 

companionship in your walk with God. The cost of $600.00 covers room and board and retreat 

fees.   There is a nonrefundable $50.00 deposit toward the fee of $600.00.   Mark your calendars, 

more information to come … 

 

 

 

Anneliese Sinnott, OP, a Dominican Sister and Theologian, is presenting a 

series of three Wednesday afternoon seminars.  Her topic: Holy Women of 

History. These sessions will help us explore some of the women from the 

world community, past and present, who will inspire us by their holiness. 

Anneliese wonders how much is known about the holy women in 

history?  Much of the history of memorable women has been written by 

men.  Would the record read differently if other women were the authors?   

 
The Mercy Center    28650 W. Eleven Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI  

Three educational sessions on Wednesday afternoons 

February 14, 2018      1:00-3:30 p.m. 

March 14, 2018           1:00-3:30 p.m. 

April 18, 2018             1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Call 248-536-3142 or email:  Director@dominicancenter.org   

 

If you are unable to attend, Holy Women of History is one of the three online classes offered by 

Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission.  Anneliese invites you to participate in these online 

experiences.   http://www.dominicancenter.org/learning/study-2/online-learning-experience/ 

 

http://www.dominicancenter.org/learning/study-2/online-learning-experience/
http://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/fall5.jpg
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Dominican center: spirituality for mission 

 

Christians 

in an 

evolving 

Universe 
 

 

Explore how our encounter with God profoundly shapes our understanding of the world and 

what it means to be human. 

Encounter some of the new discoveries contemporary theologians have made about our Creator 

God and humanity’s place in the unfolding universe.  

Ponder new developments in the Christian understanding of sin and grace. 

Tackle the realities occurring at the end of life, namely, death, resurrection, judgment, heaven 

and hell.  Glimpse the end-times through an evolutionary lens as the final fulfillment of all 

creation in communion with the Triune God 

Presented by Sara Fairbanks, OP, PhD 

Theologian, Former Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at Barry 

University, Vocation Director of the Adrian Dominican Sisters 

Sister Sara has published extensively including:   Fully Human: 
Understanding Christian Anthropology,        Now You Know Media, 2017 

  
 

Date:      Saturday, April 21, 2018   9:30 register; program 10:00 – 4:00 
 

Registration:           Call: 248-536-3142 or email: Director@dominicancenter.org   

Location:         Mercy Center, 28650 W. Eleven Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI 

Cost:        $ 40.00  

mailto:Director@dominicancenter.org

