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Summertime - Savor the beauty of the season 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The earth was here before us and it has been given to us  …  This implies a 

relationship of mutual responsibility between human beings and nature. Each 

community can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for 

subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect the earth and to ensure its 

fruitfulness for coming generations.              

                                                                                                      Laudato Si 

 

                           New Website 
The Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission has a new website. The 

new template is lovely and easy to use.  There is a wealth of material: 

scriptural and liturgical season reflections, the TRUTH that does JUSTICE 

blog, past newsletters, programs, spiritual direction internship information, 

prayers, poems, interfaith calendar, online learning experiences, and looking 

at today’s issues from a gospel focus.   Visit us at www.Dominicancenter.org 
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The Dominican Center: 

  Preaching the Word 

Board Members 

Anneliese Sinnott ,OP 

(Chairperson) 

Jo Gaugier, OP 

Rebecca Hodge, OP 

(technology advisor) 

Barbara Kelley OP 

Mary Sue Kennedy, OP 

Cheryl Liske, OP 

Faith Offman  

The Reverend  

       Maryjane Peck 

Mary Louise Putrow, 

OP 

Nancyann Turner, OP 

 

Center Staff 

Adrienne Schaffer, OP 

Center Director 

248-536-3142 
 

Karen Rossman, OP   

Program Director 

Newsletter Editor 

517-920-1955 

  

 

http://www.dominicancenter.org/
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Dominican Summer Directed Retreat  
(limited space still available) 

July 22-27, 2018 

Privately directed Retreat at the picturesque Capuchin Retreat Center  

62460 Mt. Vernon Road Washington, Michigan 

Begins 2:00 Sunday, July 22, 2018:        Ends 2:00 Friday, July 27, 2018 
  

Cost:  $600.00 covers room 

and board and retreat fees. There is a 

nonrefundable $50.00 deposit toward 

the fee of $600.00. 
  

Register: 

director@dominicancenter.org  

                     248.536.3142 
 

Five professional and skilled retreat 

directors are available to companion 

you in your walk with God.  

 

Retreat Directors (however, not all still available) 

 
 

                

   

   
Charlotte Hoefer ,OP                                Carol Johannes , OP                                   Rev. Vic Clore, PhD,,  

                                                                                             
                                      Faith Offman                                          Rev. Anita Smith Buckwalter  

mailto:director@dominicancenter.org
http://www.dominicancenter.org/spirituality-live/retreat/retreat-directors/unknown-2/#main
http://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/fall5.jpg
http://www.dominicancenter.org/learning/prayer-and-reflection/season-of-advent/johannes-carol/#main
http://www.dominicancenter.org/hoefer-charlotte/
http://www.dominicancenter.org/spirituality-live/retreat/retreat-directors/190x160_vic/#main
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Meet Sister Raghad Saqat, OP and deepen your desire to become a peacemaker. 

Sister Raghad, a native Iraqi, is one of about 100 members of the Dominican 

Congregation of Saint Catherine of Siena in Iraq.    

 

She completed her MS degree and taught Physics at the University of Mosul for 

nine years, a University with a predominately Muslim 

student population.   Presently, Raghad is a student at 

the Catholic University of America earning her Ph.D. 

in Physics with a specialization in nanotechnology.  

  
 

When I interviewed Raghad, I hoped to hear a particular message she 

wanted to give to people of faith in America.  What I experienced was a 

tragic story about her people’s struggles and the pain generated by war.  As 

I listened, I realized that war is never just, nor an answer to problems.  I 

recognized that the heresy of “America First” or “might makes right” is never God’s message. 
 

Before the war, the Christians in Iraq lived in Christian villages and cities with strong and close-knit 

family ties.  They valued education and attended the University with their Muslim brothers and 

sisters.  There was little difficulty with their Muslim neighbors.  There was peace. 
 

In 2003 the United States invaded Iraq. The Iraqi government was destroyed.  The Christians 

experienced not only the struggles of war, but also a growing brutality because of their Christian 

identity.  First, there was an underground movement; later there was ISIS (2014).   Christians were 

told that Iraq was no longer their homeland.  They were given 3 choices.  They could (1) pay lots of 

money and stay or (2) convert to Islam.  Otherwise, (3) they would be killed.  Christians were now 

refugees within their own land.  Raghad talked about Christians being unsafe in their own homes. 

When told to leave for safety (Raghad experienced this twice) Iraqi Christians fled, taking nothing 

with them.  Villages were devastated, families were separated, parents could no longer insure safety 

for their children, and Muslim neighbors could not be trusted.  The war had given them a cruel new 

reality.    
 

The Sisters stayed with their people.  They continue to minister to them.  After the war, the Iraqi 

government could not protect the rights of Christians, although some good people throughout the 

world became benefactors. There are still so many questions about the future.  Christians now 

question whether there is even a future for Christian people in Iraq, their home.  They question 

whether they will ever feel safe in their homes, be able to trust their Muslim neighbors, or reconnect 

with their families many of whom have scattered. 
 

Raghad told me that she was sad.  At this time, she finds it difficult to live with Americans although 

she has experienced kindness at Catholic University.  She struggles with the future, telling me that 

Jesus desires that we love our enemies, but as a human, that can be a very difficult task.  Raghad is a 

lovely, young, bright, faith filled woman who has experienced the crisis and collateral damage of 

war.  After hearing Raghad’s story, I am now more convinced that as people of faith it is time to 

engage our creative energy in peacemaking.      

                                                                                                             Interviewed by:  

                                                                                                             Karen Rossman, OP                                                                                       
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                                          Just Thinking …    

                                              About Revolutionary Love   
                                                                                                                                                                      

In this time of gun violence, fake news, racial inequality, immoral immigration 

laws, economic injustice, road rage, pollution, little regard for climate change, do you want to be 

inspired?  If so, meet Valarie Kaur!  Valarie is a lawyer, civil rights activist, filmmaker, woman of 

the Sikh faith, and founder of the Revolutionary Love Project.   Her message:  Together, we are 

birthing a future where love is a public ethic. Valarie believes that we must choose to love and refuse 

to hate. She knows that it is not easy. but she also believes that it is the call of our time.   
 

In her 2017 TED Talk to Women she tells of the birth of her son.  She compares birthing 

labor to the sweet, fierce labor of love, which also brings new life.  During her social 

justice work, she observed that often it was a labor of love that brought life and social 

change.  Valarie maintains that love is a force for social justice.  She calls it 

Revolutionary Love and it includes not only love for the other (those who don’t look like 

us) and love for our opponents (those who hate us and hurt us), but also love for ourselves (healing so 

that we may be transformed).   
 

In her TED talk, Valarie relates three lessons in revolutionary love from her 

own life.  Her first lesson is from her childhood when she was called names 

by other children.  Her Grandfather’s advice, drawn from his faith, was to 

share the Sikh wisdom to see no strangers.  Valarie was being taught to 

wonder about others and to desire to hear their stories so they would no 

longer be a stranger (love for others).  Her second lesson in revolutionary 

love occurred after September 11th when a family friend she called uncle 

was murdered.   She tells of his widow’s and brother’s refusal to hate. They 

knew that hate comes with a personal cost, so they wondered about the wounds of his killer.  Valarie 

teaches that we must tend the wounds of opponents – not to heal them but to see them (love for 

opponents).  Her third lesson in revolutionary love is from her experience of mothering. She notes 

that all emotions, even negative ones, are necessary and that we must never suppress or ignore them; 

rather we labor through them.  We hear the midwife’s command: breathe and push; breathe and push 

(love for self).  Valarie asks us, “who are you breathing with today?” 
 

Valarie acknowledges that although these are times of darkness, she asserts that with love even 

darkness can be seen with new eyes.   Valarie gives a rallying cry encouraging us to hope.  She says, 

“What if this is not the darkness of the tomb, but the darkness of the womb?”  She calls us to 

believe that America is in transition labor, waiting to be born, and that together we can bring it to new 

life through love. 

See  Revolutionary Love Project (listen to TEDWoman talk -25 minutes)  or for a shorter but still powerful 
and challenging  encounter with Valarie    6 minute video clip of a truly inspired preacher 

 

 

Karen Rossman, OP 
Program Director 

http://revolutionarylove.net/
https://www.today.com/video/what-if-this-is-not-the-darkness-of-the-tomb-but-the-darkness-of-the-womb-watch-valarie-kaur-s-speech-917892675740
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CALENDARING FALL …    

Book Study: Partaking of God: Trinity, Evolution, & Ecology 
 

Author: Denis Edwards 

Denis Edwards is a professorial fellow in theology at Australian Catholic 

University (ACU), Adelaide campus.  

 

     Study Sessions led by Patricia Benson, OP 

 

Pat is a Dominican, a theologian, and a former science teacher who deeply 

desires that God and faith be alive and active in people of the twenty-first 

century. 
 

Location: Sisters of Mercy Administration Bldg., 29000 W. 11 Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI  
                   

Wednesday Afternoons      Time: 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

September 12 – Part 1: Chapters 1, 2, 3  September 26 – Part 2: Chapters 4, 5 

October 10 –     Part 3: Chapters 6, 7, 8           October 24 –    Part 4: Chapters 9, 10  
 

Cost:  Free Will Offering 

Registration:  call 248-536-3142, or email Director@dominicancenter.org 

 
Spiritual Direction 

Internship 
September 2018 – May 2020 
 

New class begins September 10th 
 

This is a two-year internship. The program provides for 

personal growth, understanding the theological 

and psychological bases for spiritual direction, enhanced 

communication skills, and supervised ministry.  This internship program is unique.  The spirituality 

undergirding the program is one designed to assist people of faith to grow in their relationship and 

intimacy with God and to stand differently in the world in response to God’s touch in her or his life.  

As Dominicans, we contemplate and give to other the fruits of our contemplation. 

For more information, a brochure, or an application packet, please contact the Dominican Center at 

248-536-3142 or email Director@dominicancenter.org  
 

mailto:Director@dominicancenter.org
mailto:Director@dominicancenter.org
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    Fall Colloquium for Spiritual Directors  
 

Journeying with Wounded Souls: 
Spiritual Direction with Trauma and Abuse Survivors 

October 29, 2018 
 

This topic was selected because of the staggering statistics of abuse and trauma in our society.  As 

Spiritual Directors we companion those who have suffered abuse. 

• Statistics suggest that every 9 seconds in the US a woman is assaulted or beaten.   Most often, 

the abuser is a partner or a member of her own family.  At least one in every three women has 

been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused during her lifetime. 
 

▪ Child abuse:  It is estimated that 7.2 million children are reported as abused.   The range of 

abuse may be physical, sexual, psychological or serious neglect. 
 

▪ There are also multiple others who have been to war, suffered weather calamities, lost family 

in fires, accidents, overdoses, and other tragedies.   

This Fall’s Colloquium will explore ways to help spiritual 

directors enable directees to identify and to heal spiritual 

wounds from abuse and trauma by re-discovering God and 

self; integrating body, mind, spirit; and transformation to 

spiritual wholeness. 
 

Margaret Arms, Ph.D. is a Spiritual Director in 

private practice in Colorado Springs. She works with 

individual and group directees and facilitates supervision 

groups for spiritual directors.  She offers workshops and 

retreats on a variety of aspects of the spiritual journey. 
 

Previously, she was Adjunct Faculty at the Colorado School    

of Professional Psychology and the Founder and Executive       

                                 Director of The Shalom Center in Colorado Springs. 

Education: 
Joint PhD         The University of Denver and Iliff School of Theology 

MSW                University of Denver Graduate School of Social Work 

BA                    Wheaton College, Norton Massachusetts 
 

Register:       Call: 248-536-3142 or email Director@dominicancenter.org 

Location:      Mercy Center, 28650 W. Eleven Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI 

Time:    10:00 AM to 4:00 PM (lunch included) 

Cost:    $95.00 (reduced fee for students in spiritual direction programs)  

Margaret F. Arms, Ph.D.  

mailto:Director@dominicancenter.org
http://newsite.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/m-arms.jpg

