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Winter 
Earth is shrouded in winter’s blanket 

Crystal teardrops fall from the eaves 

Waning light invites into mystery … 

Hear God’s voice: 

‘I will come to you in the silence’ 
 You Are Mine  by David Haas 
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The Parliament of the World’s 

Religions is the largest global 

interfaith gathering.  In 2018, it 

was held in November in Toronto, 

Canada.  Close to 10,000 delegates 

from 80 countries, representing nearly 200 religious, spiritual, and Indigenous traditions 

participated. 

The first Parliament of World’s Religions occurred in 1893 in order to create dialogue between the 

faiths of the world.  Now, this event continues to promote dialogic conversations, to deepen 

understandings, and to awaken a global perspective.   The website tells us that the participants 

“come together to explore, illuminate, and pose innovative solutions to the major issues of peace, 

justice and sustainability.”  

The following was written by the Rev. Cathy Rafferty, United Methodist Chaplain, speaking to 

the impact of attending the Parliament of the World’s Religions.    

 

 

Rev. Cathy tells us: 
 

I anticipated broad-brush strokes across global themes: Indigenous Peoples, Women’s Dignity, 

Climate Action, Justice, and Countering War, Hate and Violence. Nearly 10,000 representatives 

of more than 200 spiritual backgrounds from 80 nations. Scholars and activists, I’d read and 

followed since seminary. I had reduced the seven days of more than 500 programs and 

possibilities to a one-sheet schedule grid. Prepared with my daily plan of action and a fresh 

notebook, my thought was to experience the grand sweep of it all. 

 

A month or so out from the Parliament, what moves me is not the broad-brush strokes, nor the 

overarching themes, nor even my sketchy notes. Rather, it’s the specificity. Each block of my 

smudged, revised schedule now represents a particular encounter, a real person, a distinct voice. 

Those incarnate details seep into and flow out of my day-to-day life at will. 

 

I have a sense of what John Cobb and David Korten taught about Ecological Civilization. Yet it 

is the website image of the 93-year-old Cobb with his great-grandchildren that ignites his call for 

re-directing our basic energies into putting the pieces together in a way that might actually 

change something, and amplifies his warning that we must do this within the next decade. At 

Thanksgiving, I wonder what my 9-year-old grand-nephew’s 19th year will bring, or my nearly 

30-year-old son’s 40th year. Planning for my retirement in ten or so years is taking a backseat to 

re-examining my vocation, wondering how it may be calling me to action over the next ten years. 

 

The National Climate Assessment is released on the day after Thanksgiving. Individuals from 

Greenland, South Africa, and the Amazon come to mind, each with a particular story of how the 

climate is changing their lives, their communities. Each voice pleading that the melting glaciers 

would melt our hearts as well. Their shared conviction that these are not scientific problems, so 



much as they are spiritual problems, a sickness of our spirits in relationship to the creative spirit 

at the heart of all spirituality, at the heart of my spirituality. 

 

I follow the news of the migrants at the southern U.S. border and revisit the statistics I’d jotted 

down of some 68 million refugees worldwide, over half of them children. I’m reminded of the 

video we saw of the Somali poet Warsan Shire, a refugee herself, reading her poem “Home” – 

“you only leave home, when home won’t let you stay” … “I want to go home, but my home is 

the mouth of a shark, the barrel of a gun.” The stories of the Indigenous People’s children taken 

from their homes to boarding schools rattle against these stories of children denied at the border, 

two sides of one evil coin. Who are we, really, and is that who I want us to continue to be?  

 

Has it made a difference, this Parliament of World Religions? I think so. There are those large-

scale projects. A call for faith communities to insist on the implementation of the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to support the International Declaration by 

Religions and Spiritual Leaders and Advocates to End Sexual Violence, to make a concerted 

effort to face climate change, and to counter war, hate and violence. And there are the changing 

details of my specific life, my desire to connect more openly, to offer more compassion and 

humility toward others; a renewed attention to my own spiritual practice, community, and 

tradition. One life changing, multiplied over some 10,000 lives changing through our shared 

experience, seeing what each other sees and hearing one another’s voice, making commitments 

to act together, in the details of our lives, for the good of us all.  

  
 

Rev. Cathy Rafferty 

United Methodist Chaplain 

Thank you, Cathy, for sharing your insights with us and for giving us an 

expression of your experience.  Our gratitude. 

 

 

Awesome God of cosmic time-space, 

Intimate God, in each heart, 

Energizing, Organizing God, weaving global solidarity. 

Y’hw’h, Allah, Brahman, Great Spirit, God-of-many-names-and-no-name,  
Abba, Father-Mother, 

Alert us to Your Urgent Struggle to unite us –  
each in our uniqueness, all in our diversity. 

Fill us with as much awe and joy at Your Presence in our sisters and brothers,  
with as much energy and passion to work with You as we can bear – 

 
That we all may be One in You and You may be glorified in us.  Amen!   Alleluia!! 

excerpts from the Prayer for Global Solidarity by James Hug, S.J.                           

https://www.dominicancenter.org/for-global-solidarity/ 

https://www.dominicancenter.org/for-global-solidarity/


 

internship program 

Now Accepting Applications 
The Internship Class of 2019 is enrolling students now.  

Spiritual Direction (often called Spiritual Companioning) is a pastoral ministry in which one 

person of faith assists another, to pay attention to God’s communication, to grow in intimacy 

with this communicating God, and to stand differently in the world in response to God’s touch in 

his/her life. 

 The Internship in Spiritual Direction Provides opportunities for: 

1. Personal growth and development as ministers of spiritual direction 

2. An understanding of the theological and psychological bases for 

spiritual direction 

3. Enhanced communication skills within the context of the spiritual 

direction ministry 

4. Supervised ministry as spiritual directors 

 

Many of the skills developed in the program can be transferred to other pastoral ministries in 

which participants are already involved or may be involved in the future.  Woman and men, 

laity, religious and clergy of all faith traditions who are interested in deepening their 

understanding of the nature and process of spiritual direction may apply.    

This is a 2-year program.   

The first-year classes begin on September 9, 2019 (every other Monday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m.) until May 11, 2020.      For more Information and an Application Packet 

email:director@dominicancenter.org 

 

Are you wondering about seeking guidance from a spiritual director, would you find spiritual 

direction valuable in your spiritual life, or do you feel called to the spiritual direction ministry?  

Bring your questions, ponderings, discernment to a Saturday morning workshop. 

February 16, 2019 
Saturday morning: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: LISTENING TO GOD 

 

The Rev. Maryjane Peck, Episcopal Priest and Spiritual Director  

will lead the morning presentations and discussion answering  

what is spiritual direction, why is it valuable,  

and how will you know if you are called.                                                                            

Location:      Mercy Center, 28650 W. Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills 

Cost:              $30.00 

Register:       248.536.3142 or email director@dominicancenter.org or register online. 

 

mailto:aschaffer@adriandominicans.org
mailto:director@dominicancenter.org


MORE PROGRAM 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Two more opportunities to expand your knowledge, 

deepen your faith, and to grow in wisdom.  The following 

programs are to educate as well as to 

inspire.  

 

Two Seminars Series presented 

by Anneliese Sinnott, OP, a Dominican 

Sister and a theologian.  Anneliese recently retired from the position of 

professor of systematic theology at Ecumenical Theological Seminary in 

Detroit.  She is Chair of the Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission Board. 
 

Wednesday 3-Part Series: PARABLES REVISITED 

                                  Wednesday, 2/20/2019 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

                           Wednesday, 3/13/2019 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

                            Wednesday, 4/03/2019 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

The Parables of Jesus are familiar gospel readings and yet not all of the parables are 

found in every gospel.  Some parables are found in only one gospel while others 

parables are repeated in all of the gospels.  Most of us know the parable’ stories but 

what if we took another look?  Take the time to learn more … Bring your bibles. 

Location:      Mercy Center, 28650 W. Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan 

Cost:              Free Will Offering 
 

Saturday 2-Part Series:  
 

MEETING JESUS THROUGH the EYES of a GLOBAL 

COMMUNITY 
Saturday, 3/16/2019 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (Latin American eyes) 

Saturday, 4/13/2019 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (Asian eyes) 

Have you ever thought of trying to meet Jesus through the eyes of a global community? These 

two sessions will introduce you to some of the challenges that we, as western peoples, might 

encounter as we attempt to do this. Come and experience the Jesus of the Latin American World 

and the Jesus of the Asian World. You may find your vision and your understanding stretched! 

Location:      Mercy Center, 28650 W. Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan 

Cost:              $30.00 

To Register for all Programs:     248.536.3142 or email director@dominicancenter.org or register online. 
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Mark your calendars for summer and fall 

 

DATES for the ANNUAL DIRECTED RETREAT 

JULY 14, 2019 – July 20, 2019 
Retreat begins on Sunday July 14 at 2:00 p.m. and ends on Saturday July 20 after lunch. 

Two important changes this year: Location and an additional day. 

The Retreat will be held at the Weber Retreat and Conference Center.  1257 East Siena Heights 

Drive, Adrian, Michigan 49221 

  

The Center is located on the Adrian Dominican Sisters’ 

Campus.  There are many amentities to add to your 

comfort and deepen your prayer.   These include a 

labyrinth and reflection / prayer garden.    
 
See Weber website:  www.webercenter.org 

Weber Center (Photo by Adrian Dominican Sisters; used with 

permission)  

Additional information and the Directors will be announced in the Spring Newsletter and online at 

https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/  

 

Reserve the Date  

ANNUAL FALL COLLOQUIUM 

for spiritual Directors, clergy, chaplains, pastoral leaders 

Scheduled for Monday, October 28, 2019 

Speaker and Topic be announced in the Spring Newsletter and online at  

https://www.dominicancenter.org/spiritual-direction/colloquium/ 

2018 colloquium:  Journeying with Wounded Souls: 
Spiritual Direction with Trauma and Abuse Survivors 

The presenter was Margaret Arms, Ph.D., a Spiritual Director from Colorado Springs.                                     

 

Fifty-seven spiritual companions participated in the day.  The 

majority evaluated the day as helpful for their ministry and 

acknowledged Dr. Arms as someone who is knowledgeable 

and offers useful insights.  Comments included: “this was a 

wonderful conference. Margaret was excellent.” “Nicely done 

and very timely.” “Thank you for a very fruitful day.” 

http://www.webercenter.org/
http://www.adriandominicans.org/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/spiritual-direction/colloquium/


Recommended Reading… 
We are gathering short introductions or reviews of books that we have found valuable, 

informative, and inspiring in nurturing Spirituality for Mission.  Four new books have been 

recently added.  Look on the website for the full review and happy reading.   

Recommended Reading 

 

                 

   
Art by © Carole Kabrin, 2018 
Used with Permission 

Pope Pius XII reminds us:   
 

The migrant Holy Family of 
Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is 
the archetype of every … 
migrant, alien and refugee of 
whatever kind who, whether 
compelled by fear of 
persecution or by want, is 
forced to leave his native land, 
beloved parents and relatives, 
close friends, and to seek a 
foreign soil.” 
Exsul Familia Nazarethana (1952)   
 

Let us pray for ourselves, 
our nation, all people who 
seek refuge & are forced 

to leave their homeland for safety, and our global human 
family. 

https://www.dominicancenter.org/study-2/suggested-readings/

