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 Photo by Sri Lanka on Unsplash 

A cacophony of song saturates the air. 

Bird song, sweet and tart, 

Wind song, soft and cool. 

Sea song, slap and lull. 

Every sense alert – All lush summer songs. 

The sense widens their portals to welcome the music, 

    to feel the soothing,  

    see the shadows, smell the cleanness, 

    to taste, ah to taste  

    the sweetness of it all. 

Do not miss this sumptuous summer seduction. 

Its lazy languor seeps in 

    easing tensions 

    that harass the soul.                                                          

                                                              Jean Denomme, OP   
                                                                                                             Used with Permission 
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Just Thinking …  

About shared life, shared consciousness  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                

In the mission statement of the Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission, we proclaim that we 

want to be a strong voice in the world for God’s justice.  Our strategy is to focus on the issues of 

today through the lens of spirituality.  Therefore, we regularly ask the question “what spirituality 

is needed to bring about a change, a transformation, a conversion.” 

Recently, we celebrated the fourth anniversary of Laudato Si in which Pope Francis calls us to an 

ecological conversion.  Severe storms continue and are worsening, the sea is rising, biosystems 

are being obliterated, and all life is endangered.  So, we ask, what spirituality is needed to bring 

about our ecological conversion?  

One possibility is the gift of presence – as I learn what it means to be present to creation, to nature, 

I am in awe.   

We know that God and creation are more closely related than we are often aware. God is the life-

breath uniting and blessing all creation.  The words of the Dominican mystic Meister Eckhart 

remind us: “A (hu)man may go out into the fields and say his(her) prayers and know God…for 

God is equally in all things and all places.”    

So, what does it mean to be present to creation?  Here are a few brief examples … 

Last summer Krista Tippett interviewed the botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer (On Being: Robin Wall 

Kimmerer).  Dr. Kimmerer beautifully describes the intelligence of plant life. She listens to nature.  

She notes that “there is an ancient conversation going on between mosses and rocks, a poetry” 

that we cannot hear.  She reminds us that our relationship with nature is reciprocal because we 

receive from nature as well as give to nature.  For example, plants and trees gift us with shade, 

clean air, fruit, rich-tasting foods, medicines, and beauty.  Dr. Kimmerer names this as Earth loving 

us with her gifts.  Dr. Kimmerer’s presence to nature is astounding and I am grateful for her 

knowledge and wisdom. 

There is also another deeper level of presence.   

In the lovely book, The Hidden Life of Trees, 

Peter Wohlleben notes that trees relate to other 

trees and provide services to one another.  There 

is a shared life, a consciousness that exists 

between trees.  Trees form networks of 

communication with each other and act to 

protect and heal other trees. Trees create and 

sustain vast ecosystems. See the book review on 

our website:( The Hidden Life of Trees).  This book 

teaches us about the richness of trees’ hidden 

lives. And so, we discover that being present to trees can lead us to admiration and kinship.  How 

can we not be filled with wonder? 

https://onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-in-all-kinds-of-life-jul2018/%23transcript
https://onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-in-all-kinds-of-life-jul2018/%23transcript
https://www.dominicancenter.org/the-hidden-life-of-trees/
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Outside the Dominican Center office there are 

Canadian geese.  This spring six goslings were 

hatched.  They were small and very active.  I had the 

opportunity to watch the parent geese tirelessly protect 

and teach them.  They are now adolescents but still 

under the watchful eyes of the untiring parents.  I enjoy 

watching the growing goslings and untiring adult 

geese and I am learning more about them; for example, 

they mate for life, goslings remain with and are taught 

by their parents their entire first year, they live on 

average 10-25 years.  Learning and being present to 

them leads me to care about them.  I am grateful that 

we share this land together. 

A number of days ago I saw the most delightful photo by Gregory Colbert.  I am providing the 

link below and I encourage you to take a look.  The photo is of a young Muslim boy reading a 

book to a very attentive and engaged elephant.  After spending time reflecting on the photo, I could 

not help but ask myself – are both of them listening to, enjoying, learning from the story?  Or 

perhaps that is the Koran that the boy is reading and so are both of them praying?  What are your 

thoughts?    

                                      https://gregorycolbert.com/product/boy-reading-to-elephant/ 

It seems that in becoming more aware, in being more attentive and present to nature we discover 

hidden marvels and wonder-filled possibilities.  The advice of Pedro Arrupe, SJ, promises “What 

you are in love with, what seizes your imagination will affect everything.” I am discovering that 

sharing life and sharing consciousness with other created beings is engaging and sanctifying.  

Creation is God’s self-expression; therefore, all creation is sacred. Creation alive in God is a 

breathtaking mystery.      

As my presence to nature deepens and my consciousness expands, as I learn more, and see the 

mystery of creation as complex, rich, and awe-inspiring, I am moved to care. I will no longer 

overuse or pollute it, rather, I will take time to appreciate, be grateful, and care for it.                

Karen Rossman, OP 

Photo of tree by Jan's Archive on Unsplash 

 

 

I have described the steps of my spiritual journey toward ecological conversion.  I am hoping 

that you will share what spirituality enriches and moves you forward.  In the future, the 

Dominican Center website will regularly feature aspects of  ecology reformation or ecology 

abuse in order to share information, insights and awareness of the richness of creation and the 

critical need for an ecological conversion.  We will look through the lens of a spirituality which 

metaphorically sees the universe as the body of God    (Sallie McFague 1993.) 

https://gregorycolbert.com/product/boy-reading-to-elephant/
https://unsplash.com/@jan_pd?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/trees?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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July 29, 2019 is Earth Overshoot Day!   
 
This means that the human community will 

have used within 7 months all of the natural 

resources that Earth can naturally replenish in 

one year.  We are creating an earth deficit for 

the next 5 months. 

 

Our long standing and worsening pattern of 

overuse promises great suffering for the poor 

and vulnerable of the world.   We need to 

embrace ecological healing as a long term and 

lifesaving strategy.  Earth is our common 

home. 
  

For more information about Earth Overshoot 

Day   https://www.overshootday.org  

 

Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash            http://www.overshootday.org/about-earth-overshoot-day/    

                                       

. 
internship program: now accepting applications 
The Internship Class of 2019 is enrolling students now.  
 

Spiritual Direction (often called Spiritual Companioning) is a pastoral ministry in which one 

person of faith assists another, to pay attention to God’s communication, to grow in intimacy 

with this communicating God, and to stand differently in the world in response to God’s touch in 

his/her life. 

                                                The Internship in Spiritual Direction Provides opportunities for: 

1. Personal growth and development as ministers of spiritual 

direction 

2. An understanding of the theological and psychological bases 

for spiritual direction 

3. Enhanced communication skills within the context of the 

spiritual direction ministry 

4. Supervised ministry as spiritual directors 

 

Many of the skills developed in the program can be transferred to other pastoral ministries in 

which participants are already involved or may be involved in the future.  Woman and men of all 

faith traditions who are interested in deepening their understanding of the nature and process of 

spiritual direction may apply.    

 
This is a 2-year program.  The first-year classes begin on September 9, 2019 (every other 

Monday10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.) until May 11, 2020.      For more Information, a brochure, and an 

Application Packet email: director@dominicancenter.org 

https://www.overshootday.org/
https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/globe-world?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.overshootday.org/about-earth-overshoot-day/
mailto:director@dominicancenter.org
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A Lakota Prayer 
 

Teach me  

how to trust my heart,  

my mind,  

my intuition,  

my inner knowing,  

the senses of my body,  

the blessings of my spirit. 

Teach me to trust these things so 

that I may enter my sacred space  

and love beyond my fear and thus 

walk in balance with the passing 

of each glorious sun. 

 

The Lakota are also known as the Teton Sioux.  

They are one of the 3 Sioux tribes of Plains. 

Prayer provided by the Saint Joseph’s Indian 

School (www.stjo.org/culture) 

 

 

 

 

www.stjo.org/culture
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Fall colloquium for spiritual directors, 

clergy, chaplains, pastoral leaders 

October 28, 2019 

 
           Nurturing the Seeker: Guiding the Mystic 

 

This day is an opportunity for us as spiritual companions to consider new ways to think about the 

Holy moving in our lives and in those we guide.  The elements of yearning, seeking, accepting 

and connecting are integral to the fabric of our deepest selves.  These dynamics are woven 

together by the surprising threads of insight, guidance and love which can only come from 

Mystery. 

 

Some questions we will explore through conversation, silence and 

prayerful imagination are:   How can we better recognize spiritual 

movement? How can we respond to the mystical moments? How 

can the spiritual disciplines strengthen and open our hearts to 

Love?  How can we grow ourselves, while nurturing others? 

 

The Rev. Canon Jannel Glennie is an Episcopal priest who retired 

from active parish ministry in 2009.  Jannel now offers spiritual 

direction, small group facilitation, and a healing presence at 

Lumen House, a small private retreat space in her backyard.  Rev. 

Glennie also leads a variety of retreats and teaches classes in 

spirituality and the mystic way.   

 

In 2000, Jannel published her first book, Confessions of an Ordinary Mystic. 

This book is a collection of experiences that arose in the silence of prayer and 

often were manifest in images as well as words.   

 

Jannel has also published a collection of original poems, Translations: The 

Dance of Word and Image. She also loves to quilt, read and garden. 
Jannel’s website:  www.lumenhouse.org 

Time:            9:30 Registration & Gathering;  

                      10:00 Opening; 4:00 Closure 

 

Location:      Mercy Center, 28650 W. Eleven Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, Michigan 
 

Cost:             $95.00 (students in spiritual direction $30.00) 

 

Registration Information and brochure to come later  
 

http://www.lumenhouse.org/

