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Look around you, winter is over;  
the winter rain is over and gone.  

The flowers  have appeared 
in the countryside; 

the season of singing has come… 
                                                                                      Song of Songs 2:11-12  
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          Earth Day 
 
Earth Day is celebrated annually on April 22.  

Every year, Earth Day marks the anniversary of the 

birth of the modern environmental movement. The 

first Earth Day was in 1970, when public 

environmental consciousness was emerging and 

beginning to take root.  This year (2020) we are 

celebrating the 50th anniversary of Earth Day.  The 

theme for Earth Day 2020: Climate Action. 
Photo by The New York Public Library on Unsplash 

Before Americans embraced an environmental awareness, there was widespread pollution 
without fear of reprisal.  Factories’ smokestacks released smoke and pollutants into the air 
and cars used leaded gas; in fact, air pollution was accepted as the sign of prosperity.  

However, change was winning acceptance with the publication of Rachel Carson’s New 
York Times bestseller Silent Spring in 1962. This book was sold in 24 countries and it raised 
awareness of the link between pollution, public health, earth health, and the shared 
environment of all creatures. 

Today, Earth Day is widely recognized.  It is a day that calls for action to change human 
behavior and provoke policy changes.  As we increase awareness of climate change and 
some of its causes, we are outraged with any international environmental lethargy. Young 
people like Greta Thunberg are calling for change and stressing the urgency of the situation.  
It is time.   Earth and all that is living demands our attention. 

                        Learn more:                                                          
2020 marks the  
50th anniversary of Earth Day.  

In honor of this milestone, Earth Day Network 

is launching an ambitious set of goals to 

shape the future of 21st century 

environmentalism. Learn more here. 
 

 
Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash 

 
 

https://unsplash.com/@nypl?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/earth?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-50th-anniversary/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-50th-anniversary
https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/globe-world?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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The Last Word 

 

make way for new life 

emptiness begets fullness 

Love is the last word 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010 
Glimpse of Grace © Rev. Cathy Johnson 

Pine Island Presbyterian Church 
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In praise of gazing 
by Joyce Rupp  

Used with permission of the author: www.joycerupp.com   Originally published 

in The National Catholic Reporter.      November 22, 2011 

   

  

One misty autumn morning I was taking a walk around a pond next to a retreat center. I let my 

intellect take a vacation and just gazed at what was before me. The clear water, the thick woods 

beyond, the steep, grassy hill, each took me in and held me until I was transported to an easy peace. I 

felt a trace of that “thin veil” Celtic lore uses to describe situations when the visible and the invisible 

mesh. 
 

I began pondering the difference between gazing and gawking. Gawking has a negative connotation, 

like prying, but isn’t always so. Sometimes it’s just plain curiosity about what is going on. Gawking, 

however, is radically opposed to gazing. When we look around in church to find out who’s there and 

what they’re wearing, or when we drive slowly past an auto accident to see how badly the vehicles 

are damaged, that’s inquisitiveness. We intend nothing more than to glean information.  Gazing is the 

opposite. It begins with an external look but ends with an internal stirring. Gazing is soul seeing. 
 

A silent bond gradually occurs when we gaze. John O’Donohue writes in Anam Cara: A Book of 

Celtic Wisdom, “When you really look deeply at something, it becomes a part of you.” He relates the 

story of a journalist going to interview the chief of an indigenous tribe in South America. The 

journalist presumes they will spend the time conversing about the chief’s life and beliefs. Instead, the 

chief sits quietly and gazes upon him. Gradually the journalist is drawn to return the gaze. They sit 

this way, gazing at one another, for two hours. O’Donohue writes, “After this time it seemed as if 

they had known each other all their lives.” 
 

That is the beauty of gazing. We come with an attitude of openness and receptivity. We slow down, 

pause. This way of looking with soft eyes and nonjudgment moves us to a quiet place of respect and 

awe. We can gawk at a person, a bird or a flowering bush and miss the inherent beauty, but when we 

change our looking into gazing, that beauty comes home to our soul. It moves us toward a wordless 

knowing. The reality of the oneness we discover in gazing, both humbles and exalts us. 
 

Gazing is at the heart of contemplation. I was reminded of this in a letter I received yesterday from a 

former participant in a retreat. Mary Jo described “an ordinary drive, on an ordinary day” when she 

was “blessed with a view that was anything but ordinary.” Without her knowing it she moved into a 

contemplative experience which she described as “resting inside that moment.” (Such a lovely way to 

speak of gazing.) She told me that simple wildflowers on the side of the road caught her attention and 

drew her to a halt. As she gazed upon the flowers, she “felt sideswiped by their loveliness. … All the 

nagging little concerns within me were whisked away.” 

 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/joyce-rupp
http://www.joycerupp.com/
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Something similar happened for me two weeks earlier, only it was a person, not flowers, who drew 

me deeper. I was at a hospice facility visiting Jane, who was days away from death. The weakness of 

her body was overtaking her and she barely had strength to whisper. I sat by her bedside gazing with 

kindness while she, with the luminescent radiance of the dying, looked into my face with such love in 

her eyes that I nearly crumpled. 
 

Deep, deep went our two souls. No words. Just a mutuality that echoed the great love that embraces 

the world. In that space by the bedside we met the divine in one another. I knew then what Macrina 

Wiederkehr suggests in Abide: Keeping Vigil With the Word of God: “You do not have to surrender 

the beauty of the earth to know God. You need only to look at the things of this earth with the eyes of 

the Beloved.” Jane and I never spoke a word about God, but we experienced God’s loving presence 

as we gazed at one another. 
 

In our world of hostility and fear, the peoples of our earth and the planet itself cry out for respect, 

kindness, tenderness. We will have peace and prosperity only if we learn to gaze rather than gawk at 

one another. If we can look toward the other with the intention of receiving rather than judging, we 

will be moved deeper into our soul space, where divine love transforms harshness and revenge into 

compassion.               
         Joyce Rupp (www.joycerupp.com) is a Servite sister, retreat and conference speaker, and author of     

         numerous best-selling books. 

 

Mark Your Calendars …  
 

SUMMER DIRECTED RETREATS 

2 Models  … 2 Locations … 3 Timelines 

To meet your needs and preferences, we will be offering more than 

one summer retreat experience.  We are planning two models of 

directed retreat experience this year in two locations, and we are 

also offering three timelines. 

One model:  

Traditional silent directed retreat.  These are set-apart times to 

enter the silence of your heart and be attentive to how God is 

present and active in your life. Daily meetings with a spiritual 

director assist with the retreat process.  

Another model:   

Directed retreat using SoulCollage®.  SoulCollage is an option of 

praying with images through the process of SoulCollage. The 

directee will be guided in creating SoulCollage cards with images 

that speak to their soul and in listening to how God is speaking 

through the cards.                                                                                     Photo by Davide Castaldo on Unsplash 



6 
 

 

                     Weber Retreat & Conference Center 

 

7-day traditional directed retreat 

Retreat begins on Sunday July 12, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.  

and ends on Saturday July 18, 2020 after lunch. 

 

 

This Retreat will be held at the Weber Retreat and 

Conference Center.  1257 East Siena Heights Dr. 

Adrian, Michigan 49221                                       

                    www.webercenter.org 

 

The Center is located on the Adrian Dominican 

Sisters’ Campus.  There are many amenities to add 

to your comfort and deepen your prayer.   These 

include a labyrinth and reflection / prayer garden.           

 
Photo by Adrian Dominican Sisters; used with permission   

 

Retreat Directors for Weber Center Retreat 

Charlotte Hoefer, OP                           Carol Johannes, OP               Rev. Vic Clore   

                                               

 

Cost: $ 590.00     (special pricing for Adrian Congregation Members $ 270.00)  

Register:    Call 517-920-1955 or email  director@dominicancenter.org  or download 

and mail the Registration Form on the website.  Weber Center 7-Day Retreat Registration Form  

 

http://www.webercenter.org/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/retreat-directors/
mailto:director@dominicancenter.org
https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Weber-7-Day-Retreat-Registration-Form-2020.pdf
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Saint Paul of the Cross   
     Passionist Retreat & Conference Center 

 

                                       Two 4-day directed retreats will be offered in the 2 models:   

          (Model 1)         4-day traditional directed retreat 

        (Model 2) 4-day directed retreat using SoulCollage® 

 Both Retreats begin on  

               Thursday July 30, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.  

               and end on Sunday August 2, 2020 after lunch. 

 

St. Paul’s Passionate Retreat & Conference Center provides a unique, sacred place of hospitality and 

compassion where all are welcome to experience the loving presence of God.    Center Mission Statement 

https://www.stpaulretreat.org/ 

 

Retreat Directors for St. Paul’s 4-day Retreats 

          Carol Johannes, OP  Ms. Faith Offman      Rev. Anita Smith Buckwalter 

                                                                        

                     Traditional Directed Retreat             Directed Retreat with SoulCollage

  

Cost: $410.00 Traditional 

          $430.00 SoulCollage (includes $20.00 for materials) 

Register:    Call 517-920-1955 or email  director@dominicancenter.org  or download, 

print, and mail the Registration Form on the website.  
                                          Saint Paul of the Cross 4-Day Retreat Registration Form 

  

https://www.stpaulretreat.org/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/retreat-directors/
director@dominicancenter.org%20%20
https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Weber-St-Paul-Retreat-Registration-Form-2020.pdf
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Weekend Retreats: Two Models  

 

Traditional directed retreat 

                                Directed retreat using SoulCollage® 

 

Retreats begin on Saturday (August 1, 2020) at 9:00 a.m.  

   and end on Sunday (August 2, 2020) after lunch.  

 

 

Location:    Saint Paul of the Cross   
                             Passionist Retreat & Conference Center 

   

 

Retreat Directors:    Members of the St. Paul Retreat Staff.    

Cost:   $ 290.00 Traditional 

            $ 310.00 SoulCollage (includes $20.00 for materials) 

 

Register:    Call 517-920-1955 or email  director@dominicancenter.org    

 

There is no Registration Form on the Website for the Weekend Retreats. 

                                                       

https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/retreat-directors/
director@dominicancenter.org%20%20
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The Dominican Center celebrates 40 years! On September 1, 1980, 

Sisters Carol Johannes OP and Charlotte Hoefer OP began a 

program to train spiritual directors and provide religious formation 

opportunities for the People of God in the Detroit area. 

Known now as the Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission or, more simply, the Dominican 

Center, it continues those services and has expanded through social media to provide resources for 

the Dominican family and all people seeking spiritual growth and service in today’s world.  

 

As the Dominican Center enters 2020, we are planning a 40th Anniversary Celebration during which 

we will be exploring the evolution of spiritualities and of spiritual longings over these 40 years! In a 

special Anniversary Colloquium in the Fall, we will review the evolution of spirituality with Dr. 

Patricia Cooney Hathaway, Professor of Spirituality and Systematic Theology at Sacred Heart 

Major Seminary and a respected author.  More Information Later… 

Save the Date: October 26, 2020 

                                 
Founders: Charlotte Hoefer, OP and Carol Johannes, OP       Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway 

 

 

 

REMINDER:  NEW MAILING ADDRESS 

Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission 

P.O. Box 671 

Adrian, Michigan 49221 

517.920.1955  


