
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 
September 1 

 
A Liturgy of the Word 

 
 

Let us enter into the quiet of our spirits . . . 

In our contemplative imaginations, all time opens before us.  

In the beginning: a sudden great Flaring Forth –  

Like a flash of light in a totally dark space, like a Word spoken in the silence . . .  

The formation of galaxies, stars, planets 

The explosion of stars, Supernova, showering Earth with the elements essential to all 
life forms 

Imagine Planet Earth from space –  

Hear God’s Word: “Fill Earth and Care for it….” 

 
Look at all around us today:  the fruit of billions of years of evolution from the first great Flaring Forth 
of God’s creation. 
 
And we pray:  Creative and Loving Mystery we call God, Giving us all that is, all that we see and touch 
and know, there are so many ways we fail to respect the wonder of Your Creation in all its rich, 
diverse forms, and we resist efforts to heal and renew it: 
 

• For the many times we display a lack of concern for Earth and all the elements of Your 
Creation,        Lord, have mercy. 

• For our misuse of the environment because of greed or simply the unthinking comfort of the 
way we have come to live,        Christ, have mercy. 

• For the lack of vision and courage that prevent our taking leadership and working together for 
the healthy ecosystems and the common good of all creatures,     
        Lord, have mercy. 

 
May the our Creator God forgive us and guide us to become responsible caretakers of Creation, 

aware of what is happening to Earth, ready to act and advocate for the good of the entire 
planet.  

May our praises to God for the gift of Creation energize us to see, reflect, and act, in the Spirit of 
Jesus, now and through time to come.    Amen. 



And we continue our prayer joining Pope Francis in this prayer from Laudato Si’: 
 
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.  
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.  
 
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this Earth, so precious in your 
eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,  
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.  
 
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.  
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to 
recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and 
peace.  We ask this through Christ, the Lord.    Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading #1  Romans 8:18-25 
 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be 
revealed for us.n  For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God;  
for creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious 
freedom of the children of God.p 
 
We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved. Now hope that sees for itself is 
not hope. For who hopes for what one sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with 
endurance. 
 
The Word of our God.        Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 148: 4-13 
 
Ant. Come, let us praise God for the gift of Creation. 
 
Let all creatures praise the Lord’s name; for the Lord commanded and they were created, 
Assigned them duties forever, gave them tasks that will never change. 
 
Come, let us praise God for the gift of Creation. 
 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea creatures and all deep waters; 
You lightning and hail, snow and clouds, storm winds that fulfill his command; 
You mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
You animals wild and tame, you creatures that crawl and fly;  



Come, let us praise God for the gift of Creation. 
 
You kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all who govern on earth; 
Young men and women too, old and young alike. 
Let them all praise the Lord’s name, for God’s name is exalted, majestic above Earth and heaven. 
 
Come, let us praise God for the gift of Creation. 
 
 
Gospel:    John 1:1-5 
 
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
 
The Word was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through the Word, 
And without the Word nothing came to be. 
 
What came to be through the Word was life, 
and this life was the light of the human family 
 
The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
The Good News of our God.   Praise to You, Word of God, Jesus Christ 
 
 
 

Quiet contemplative prayer for:  

Earth,  

the human family,  

the crises we face,  

the work of the community on its enactment,  

   the fruitfulness of our prayer and action during this Season of Creation. 
 
  



 
 
Prayer of the Faithful: 
 

That we and all peoples around the planet may receive the grace to respect and care for Your 
creation, we pray to You, O God.    God, hear our prayer.  

That in this time of ecological and climate crises, the human family may learn to respect all creatures 
and care for them as signs of Your wondrous love, we pray to You, O God.  
        God, hear our prayer.  

For the successful implementation of the international commitments made in Paris, and that the 
people of our nation may embrace them and live up to them even as our leaders reject them, 
we pray to You, O God.     God, hear our prayer. 

For the human family suffering from the Covid-19 pandemic, for those who have lost loved ones to it, 
and for all working to care for the sick and find effective treatments and vaccines, we pray to 
You, O God.       God, hear our prayer. 

That we may work to end the suffering of those in poverty and reach out in solidarity to those who 
suffer most from ecological abuse and destruction, we pray to You, O God.  

God, hear our prayer. 

That we may use our resources and creativity to undo the damage we have done to Your creation 
and to sustain Your gifts of nature, we pray to You, O God.    
        God, hear our prayer. 

That through this Season of Creation, we may as communities of faith respond with a sense of 
urgency, dedicating our energies and our resources to greater care for our common home,  
we pray to You, O God.     God, hear our prayer. 

For all the prayers that remain unspoken in our hearts. we pray to You, O God. 

God, hear our prayer. 

 
Loving God, we join our prayer with the billions of people around the world longing for healing for 
our planet and for justice for all its peoples and for all creatures with whom we share this planet.  
Your creation is groaning in labor pains.  Hear its cry and bring forth Your Life within us and among 
us, throughout our common home.  We ask this in the name of Christ, the Lord.  Amen. 
 



Prayer of Offering and Commitment: 
 
Creator God, we praise you for the grandeur of the universe. 

We praise you for the gift of this Earth. 
We praise you for the land, and we praise you for the seas. 
We praise you for the great miracle of teeming life on our prolific planet. 
We praise you for the cycle of growth and for the beauty of the spring. 
We praise you for the green growth of the summer and for the holy harvest of the fall. 

We praise you for the different creatures on the land and in the sea, each unique in its own way, each 
an integral element in the complex ecosystems you have given us, each dependent on each 
other and the whole.  We praise you, our Creator. 

Grace us with a sense of our responsibilities to preserve and protect your precious gifts, this Garden, 
this Earth.  

Help us as we offer to You our minds, our hearts, our hands and all our energies for the renewal and 
preservation of Your Creation.   We ask this through Christ, the Lord.   Amen.  

 
 
 
Our Loving God, 
We hold in the communion of our prayer the Earth and all its life. 
We hold our brothers and sisters. 
We hold in the communion of our prayer all species that suffer. 
We hold world leaders delegated to make decisions for life. 
We pray that the web of life may be mended through courageous actions. 
We pray for right actions for adaptation and mitigation to help our already suffering Earth community. 
We pray that love and wisdom might inspire the actions of each of us personally and our actions as 

communities. . .  so that we may, with integrity, look into the eyes of brothers and sisters and 
all beings and truthfully say, we are doing our part to care for them, and for the future of the 
children, and of all living beings of future generations. 

May Your love transform us and our world with new steps toward life. 
We ask all this in the name of Jesus and in the power of Your Holy Spirit where we live and move and 

have our being, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
And may our loving God bless us all,  

God our Creator, the Loving Energy giving birth to all that is, 
Jesus our Christ, the Word Who was in the beginning and through whom all has come to be, 

and the  
Holy Spirit, working in us to renew the face of the Earth now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 

Climate Blessing from Faith Climate Action Week, Interfaith Power and Light 
 


