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The entire universe 

speaks of God’s love and 

boundless affection for us. 

Soil, water, mountains: 

everything is, as it were,  

a caress of God. 
                                                                             Laudato Si   

                                                                       Photo by Kalen Emsley on Unsplash 
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Photo: fourth_of_july by Fotis Bobolas / CC BY-SA 2.0 

 

 Independence Day – Fourth of July 

For a native-born citizen, patriotism is a natural response. It is reinforced from childhood by the daily 

recitation in school of the Pledge of Allegiance. It is celebrated with parades, fireworks, music, 

bunting, and flags. 

 

There is much beauty and variety in this land we call home. There are mountains, hills, buttes, rivers, 

lakes, evergreen trees, deciduous trees, palm trees, meadows, geysers, caverns, deserts, creatures that 

fly, that run, that crawl, that swim – so much beauty calling us to appreciate God’s creation. America 

also boasts artists, musicians, poets, writers, educators, healers, those with athletic prowess – so many 

people with skills to enhance and to benefit the human family. Yes, love of one’s country is laudable. 

 

But blind patriotism is never laudable. Citizens must call for their country to be faithful to the values 

that created it. Today we live in an America that is in crisis. Current events have exposed our shame.   

 

     Today’s America strikes out systematically and prejudicially against non-white races. We watched    

     as a man named George Floyd was murdered by our police. We were witnesses to the naked truth   

     of brutality from those sworn to uphold the law.   

 

     Today’s America does not seem to value the common good; particularly, the poor, the aged, and   

     people of color.  We limit support for research and reporters tell us that we responded slowly to  

     the threat of Covid-19 so that many more people died.  We remained inactive and resorted to  

     limited testing in the first stages of what is now a global pandemic.  The president appears to   

     devalue vaccines and testing while he blindly asserts that “this will simply go away on its own”. 

 

     The Statue of Liberty proclaims: Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to   

     breathe free… But in today’s America, the tired and poor are no longer welcome. Refugees stand    

https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/fireworks.jpg
https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/fireworks.jpg
https://flic.kr/p/6Gsi3X
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fbobolas/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/fireworks.jpg
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     at our border and we label these sisters and brothers as illegal and criminal. We keep them from  

     entering or we send them back with little concern for their safety.   

 

     Today’s America rejects reasonable and safe gun laws, permitting the senseless slaughter of our  

     children and youth.  School shootings have become a common occurrence.   CNN reported that  

     in the year 2019 “in 46 weeks there were 45 school shootings. That's nearly an average of one  

     school shooting a week.” 

 

     Today’s America values little beyond money in our governmental policies. So, we reduce  

     regulations to prevent pollution, we institute tariffs, and we support discriminating tax laws.   

  

As citizens it is time to call our country back to our best founding values and dreams. This is 

beginning to happen. In today’s America, there are multiple groups marching, calling for change.  

There is a groundswell of protest marches which are visual, verbal, and present in our cities. These 

movements are asking for our support and participation.  It is time to speak, for our voice to be heard. 

It will take all of us. As Valarie Kaur (founder of the Revolutionary Love Project 

https://revolutionaryloveproject.com/) asserts, we must act together to change unjust systems.   
 

Together, we recognize that patriotism and love of country demands that we name and repent our 

sins.  We must renew our commitment to create an honorable and just country in order to leave a 

worthy and noble legacy to our children. That commitment will insure a happy fourth of July! 

 

A Pentecost Prayer of Lament  
by James E. Hug, S.J.  

 

While Pentecost is now over, the crisis and suffering calling forth our lament continue.  And the 

Spirit remains among us.  Together, let us bring our grief to prayer. 
 

In approaching this prayer of lament, take time to enter contemplative space and spirit, centering 

quietly, asking to be open to the Spirit, to be touched deeply and guided…. 

Feel the grief that is in you in this time of global pandemic in which hundreds of thousands   

               have died in its torture. 

Feel the grief that is in you as our cities burn with outrage at the deadly racism so deeply   

               rooted among us for so long. 

Feel the grief that is in you as Earth, our home, our mother, is being ravaged by our greed and  

               abuse. 

Become conscious of those of all major faith traditions and no faith tradition who share with us this 

sea of grief and outrage.  Join this global lament as companions of Christ, conscious that the coming 

of the Holy Spirit in this historic Pentecost time is the coming upon us of the wild Fire of God’s 

raging prophetic love… 

With fierce, harsh Light, revealing the painful and sinful Truth of our lives… 

With a searing and purifying Fire, burning away, cleansing… 

With an intense Blaze, forging and strengthening our gifts for the building of a New Creation, a New 

Creation held out before us as a vision of hope, a shelter of fiercely protective and creative love 

where all can live together in justice, love, solidarity, and peace.      And so, we pray: 

https://revolutionaryloveproject.com/
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Hear our cry, Holy Fire of God. Listen to our 

prayer of lament with all peoples of faith. How 

long will we be held in the grip of this 

devastating pandemic? Where will it strike 

next? And whom? And what if it comes to us, 

what if…? 
 

Your unflinching Light shows us a 

continuous, unrelenting escalation of suffering 

and death around the world. Fear and anxiety 

are everywhere. We are weary, worn down by 

the stress of unknown threats, grieving with 

broken hearts the more than 100,000 of our 

sisters and brothers and their suffering loved 

ones who, with us call this nation home; 
 

… grieving with broken hearts the more than 365,000 of our sisters and brothers and their suffering 

loved ones who, with us, call Earth the common home of our human family. 
 

                                                      Lord, Have Mercy… 
 

The harsh Light of Your Truth is showing us the deeply ingrained sin of racism that makes our sisters 

and brothers in communities of color such disproportionate victims of the illness and death of the 

pandemic, 
 

such vulnerable victims of the racial hatred, violence, discrimination and abuse so deep in our spirits, 

so pervasive in our society, our institutions, our culture. 
 

                                                     Lord, Have Mercy… 
 

The all-embracing, unwavering Light of Your Truth is revealing the rampant greed and systems of 

exploitation, accumulation, waste and corruption that are trapping so many of our sisters and   

brothers, Your children, in poverty, 
 

that are threatening the life of Earth, our common home. 
 

                                                     Lord, Have Mercy… 
 

Holy, prophetic Spirit of our God, continue to hold us in Your searing, purifying Fire until together 

we have burned away the viruses of injustice and hatred, racism and greed that infect us so deeply. 

 

Fierce, Loving God, from the depths of our pain and confusion, we cry out to You. From fears and 

anxieties, we plead with You. Rescue us, God of compassion and grace. We lift up our eyes and our 

hearts to You in grief, longing, and hope.  Come, fill the hearts of Your faithful and set burning 

within us the Fire of Your love.  Recreate us and renew the face of the Earth. 

 

We make our prayer of lament and cry for hope in the name of Jesus who lamented from the cross 

and rose in the power of Your life-giving Love. 
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Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash 

 

Earth Overshoot Day! 

Wednesday, August 22, 2020 is Earth Overshoot Day! This is about 3 weeks later than earth 

overshoot day 2019 – a 9.3% reduction.  It is estimated that this change is directly related to the 

coronavirus-induced lockdown.   On the web we read: “ The novel coronavirus pandemic has 

caused humanity’s ecological footprint to contract.  However, true sustainability that allows all to 

thrive on earth can only be achieved by design not disaster.” https://www.overshootday.org  While 

we can be grateful for this temporary reprieve, it should serve as a catalyst to develop strategies for 

long-term change.  It is time to study the effects of the coronavirus, what contributed to the change, 

and what is necessary to sustain a lower ecological footprint. Earth needs our care. 
 

Earth Overshoot Day means that the human community will have used within 8 months all of the 

natural resources that Earth can naturally replenish in one year.  We are creating an earth deficit for 

the next 4 months. Earth Overshoot Day is calculated by dividing the world’s bio-capacity (the 

amount of natural resources generated by Earth that year), by the world ecological footprint 

(humanity’s consumption of Earth’s natural resources for that year), and multiplying by 365, the 

number of days in one Gregorian common calendar year. 
 

Every resource we use after August 22nd is borrowed [stolen?] from future generations. Our greedy 

use is endangering our progeny.  Our long-standing pattern of overuse promises great suffering for 

the poor and vulnerable of the world.  We need to embrace ecological healing as a long term and 

lifesaving strategy.  Earth is our common home. 

 

For more information about Earth Overshoot Day:       https://www.overshootday.org        or 

http://www.overshootday.org/about-earth-overshoot-day/ 

https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/globe-world?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.overshootday.org/
https://www.overshootday.org/
http://www.overshootday.org/about-earth-overshoot-day/
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New Offering on the Website 

Women in the Scriptures 
A series of podcasts for those who want to better appreciate the women  

found in the Sacred Scriptures 
 

By Anneliese Sinnott, O.P. 

 
Abrazo-mujer – embrace of Jesus            

Image by Félix Hernández, OP.  

Used with permission;        http://www.felixhernandezop.com/internet.php 

 

Anneliese writes: 
 

During my four years in Seminary I took many Scripture classes. I enrolled in any Scripture classes 

offered because I wanted to learn as much as I could about both the New Testament and the Hebrew 

Scriptures. I was already able to read the Greek texts but I even took a course in Hebrew to better 

study the Hebrew Scriptures. But never, in all my time in Seminary, did I ever encounter any studies 

on the women in the sacred texts. And I’m not sure I even raised that question. 
 

However, when I began teaching at the Seminary, one of the women in my class raised a question: 

why don’t we ever learn about the women in the Scriptures? Her question put me on a track to 

develop a course on “Women in the Scriptures.” These podcasts, developed many years later, are a 

response to that same question. 

In these podcasts I will share with the listener, first, the history of some of the women scholars who 

have developed studies of women in the Scriptures. Then I will share some of the work these scholars 

have done to aid women of today in realizing the essential roles women have had in the Sacred 

Scriptures. 

http://www.felixhernandezop.com/internet.php
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40th Anniversary Celebration 
 

On September 1, 1980, Sisters Carol Johannes OP and Charlotte Hoefer 

OP began a program to train spiritual directors and to provide religious 

formation opportunities for the People of God in the Detroit area.  This 

Center is now known as the Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission. 
 

The Center continues those services of educating spiritual directors and providing formation 

programs but now has expanded through social media to provide resources for the Dominican family 

and all people seeking spiritual growth for service in today’s world. 
 

To mark this milestone, the Dominican Center will provide a 40th Anniversary celebration and 

colloquium during which we will be exploring the evolution of spiritualities and spiritual longings 

over these 40 years, seeking to clarify the challenges to forming spiritualities that will truly nurture 

and energize our mission and ministries in the critical years ahead.  Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway, 

Professor of Spirituality and Systematic Theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary will analyze that 

evolution in spirituality in a special Anniversary Colloquium in the Fall.  

 

Date:  October 26, 2020  

Time:  10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (registration begins at 9:30 a.m.) 

Location:    

St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat & Conference Center 
       23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI 48223 

Cost:  $95.00 

 
 

                                                   
 

Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway  Carol Johannes, OP  Charlotte Hoefer, OP 

 

Please plan on joining us for an informative presentation, discussion, and  

a celebratory lunch!  

https://www.dominicancenter.org/dominican-center-40th-anniversary/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Patricia-Cooney-Hathaway-160x190-tiny.jpg
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Saint Paul of the Cross   
Passionist Retreat & Conference Center      

 

                                   Two 4-day directed retreats will be offered in 2 models:   

(Model 1)         4-day traditional directed retreat 

(Model 2)        4-day directed retreat using SoulCollage®   

 Both Retreats begin on  

               Thursday July 30, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.  

               and end on Sunday August 2, 2020 after lunch. 

St. Paul’s Passionist Retreat & Conference Center provides a unique, 

sacred place of hospitality and compassion where all are welcome to experience the loving presence 

of God.    (Center Mission Statement)                            https://www.stpaulretreat.org/ 

 

Retreat Directors for St. Paul’s 4-day Retreats 

             Ms. Faith Offman        Rev. Anita Smith Buckwalter 

                                                                                                              

Traditional silent directed retreat.    Directed retreat using SoulCollage®.  

A time to enter the silence of your heart                     SoulCollage is praying with images.  

and be attentive to God present in your life.                   The directee will be guided in creating  

Daily meetings with a director assist                           SoulCollage cards and in listening to how 

with the retreat process.                                               God is speaking through the cards.                                                                                   

Cost: $410.00 Traditional 

          $430.00 SoulCollage (includes $20.00 for materials) 

Register:    Call 517-920-1955 or email  director@dominicancenter.org  or download, 

print, and mail the Registration Form on the website.  
                                          Saint Paul of the Cross 4-Day Retreat Registration Form  

 

https://www.stpaulretreat.org/
https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/retreat-directors/
director@dominicancenter.org%20%20
https://www.dominicancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Weber-St-Paul-Retreat-Registration-Form-2020.pdf
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Weekend Retreats: Two Models  

 

Traditional directed retreat 

                                Directed retreat using SoulCollage® 

 

Retreats begin on Saturday (August 1, 2020) at 9:00 a.m.  

   and end on Sunday (August 2, 2020) after lunch.  

 

 

      Saint Paul of the Cross   
                             Passionist Retreat & Conference Center 

   

 

Retreat Directors:    Members of the St. Paul Retreat Staff.    

Cost:   $ 290.00 Traditional 

            $ 310.00 SoulCollage (includes $20.00 for materials) 

 

Register:    Call 517-920-1955 or email  director@dominicancenter.org    

 

There is no Registration Form on the Website for the Weekend Retreats. 
 

https://www.dominicancenter.org/programs/retreat/retreat-directors/
director@dominicancenter.org%20%20

