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       Iris                                                                   
 
Delicate petals 

Encapsulating beauty 
Fragrant and sublime 
 

Magnificent God 
All that you create is good 
Exquisite layers 
 

I reach out to touch 
So in awe of your flower 

Yearning for Sacred 

       Photo by Anastasiya Romanova on Unsplash 

 
 

Marvel at blessings 
Surrounded by your vision 

I embrace it all 
  

Smile bursting across face 
 Gorgeous love just fills my heart 

Grateful for this day 

 

 

 

Poem by Jill Maria Murdy 

Director of Liturgical Ministries 

 Adrian Dominican Sisters 
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Mark Your Calendars     

Anniversary Celebration 
 

Last Year (2020) the Dominican Center celebrated its 40th anniversary, but because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the formal celebration was delayed until this fall 2021.  The 

Center opened on September 1, 1980. Forty years is a significant milestone.   

We are planning a fall Colloquium with two excellent, professional presenters and a 

celebratory lunch.  We will honor and thank the two founders of the Dominican Center: 

Sisters Charlotte Hoefer, OP and Carol Johannes, OP. 

 

Founders of the Center 

 

Charlotte Hoefer, OP                Carol Johannes, OP 

 

In the Autumn 2020 newsletter, Sisters Charlotte and Carol reflected on the beginnings 

of the Center and its impact on the people of faith in the Detroit area and beyond.  The 

newsletter is available on the Dominican Center website: 

www.dominicancenter.org 

While the Center is not a formal sponsored institution of the Adrian Dominican 

Congregation, it has been served throughout the years by significant numbers of Adrian 

Dominican Sisters.  Currently, Sister Karen Rossman, OP, is the Executive Director and 

Ms. Faith Offman is Director of the Spiritual Direction Internship Program.  Father Vic 

Clore, of the Archdiocese of Detroit, continues to be associated with the Center.  

Despite all the changes in office space and personnel, the Dominican Center has 

maintained its mission:  

▪ to assist all people of faith to develop the contemplative dimension of their lives 

▪ to provide an experiential internship for spiritual directors, a program with both 

an academic component and a practical, hands-on component. 

http://www.dominicancenter.org/
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 Let’s Celebrate!   
 

A Colloquium for spiritual directors, clergy, chaplains, and pastoral leaders 

 

Date:          Monday, October 25, 2021 

Time:          10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Begin Assembling at 9:30 a.m.) 

Place:         Saint Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat & Conference Center 

                       23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit Michigan 48223 

Prayer:  Rev. Victor Clore 
 
Presenters:  Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway and Dr. Patricia McDonald, OP 

  

Anniversary Colloquium  

Prayer, Featured Presenters, and a celebratory lunch. 

 

 

Father Vic Clore, PhD will begin our day with prayer.  Father Vic 
Clore, of the Archdiocese of Detroit, has long been associated with 
the Dominican Center directing many of our retreats.   
 
He has been a parish priest in Detroit since 1966, always serving in 
racially integrating city parishes. Father Clore is Pastor of two 
churches: Christ the King Parish in Northwest Detroit and St. 
Suzanne, Our Lady Gate of Heaven Parish. His pastoral specialty is 

blending Sacred Scripture and Human Psychology.  Fr. Clore has a PhD in 
Developmental Psychology and an STL in Systematic Theology; He is Professor Emeritus 
at the University of Detroit Mercy and Sacred Heart Major Seminary. 

 

We are very fortunate to have two excellent speakers to help us 
celebrate our important day: Doctors Patricia Cooney Hathaway 
and Patricia McDonald, OP.   Both are accomplished and 
professional women who are associated with our congregation; one as 
a member and one as a long-time friend. They will gift our celebratory 

day with wonderful presentations. 
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Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway, PhD is a Professor of Spirituality 
and Systematic Theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary.  

Dr. Hathaway earned her Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 
Spirituality, Human and Spiritual Development from Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C.  Her Doctoral 
Specialization was Systematic Theology, Spirituality, and Human 
and Spiritual Development.  

Dr. Cooney Hathaway’s presentation is entitled To Do the Truth in Love:  The 

Contribution of Dominican Spirituality to the Church and to the World.    

She notes that a spirituality does not develop in a vacuum.  This presentation will 

explore the development of Dominican Spirituality through the centuries as it responded 

to the cultural and spiritual issues of the day.  In particular, it will highlight the 

contributions of significant members of the Dominican Order, who in their own lives 

witnessed to the truth of Catherine of Siena’s challenge: “Be who God meant you to be 

and you will set the world on fire.” 

 

Patricia L. McDonald OP, Ed.D, LPC, CSW is a Professor at Siena 

Heights University in the Graduate Division.  

 

She teaches courses in Clinical Mental Health, Leadership, 

Psychology, and Education.  Pat has also taught for A.T. Still 

University, Central Michigan University, and the University of 

Phoenix. Dr. McDonald consults and provides professional seminars 

with businesses, churches, hospital organizations, and mental 

health agencies.     

Dr. McDonald’s colloquium presentation is entitled:  

Spirituality – moving forward – in context, action and truth! 

She notes that the Dominican tradition emphasizes community, prayer, service, and 

study.  These four pillars are “lived into” by each of us in our daily realities. These four 

pillars cause us to ask ourselves:  

• How do I enter with others in forming community? 

• How does my prayer help continue moving forward? 

• How can I be of service for others in their times and needs in society?  

• How do I continue to learn and grow as I study the needs and issues in society?  

Words are not enough, we are called to be, to live out the scripture mandates.  It is our 

responsibility to be a “change agent” for our sisters and brothers in their time, place, 

and space.  How will you choose to live so others can have a chance at life? 
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  Thursday, July 29, 2021 is Earth Overshoot Day!   
 

Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash 

This means that the human community will 

have used within 7 months all of the natural 

resources that Earth can naturally replenish 

in one year.  We are creating an earth deficit 

for the next 5 months. 
 

As a people, we need to reduce our use of 

earth’s resources. Last year, 2020, Earth 

Overshoot Day was August 22nd.  That was 

about 3 weeks later than earth overshoot day 

2019 – a 9.3% reduction.  It was estimated 

that this change was directly related to the 

coronavirus-induced lockdown resulting in a 

reduction of humanity’s ecological footprint. 

But this year earth overshoot day is again in 

July so the improvement was temporary. 

Earth Overshoot Day is calculated by dividing the world’s bio-capacity (the amount of 
natural resources generated by Earth that year), by the world ecological footprint 
(humanity’s consumption of Earth’s natural resources for that year), and multiplying by 
365, the number of days in one Gregorian common calendar year. 
 

Our long standing and worsening pattern of overuse promises great suffering for the 

poor and vulnerable of the world.   We need to embrace ecological healing as a long 

term and lifesaving strategy.  Earth is our common home. 
  

For more information about Earth Overshoot Day   https://www.overshootday.org 

 

 

Please Note 

The Mailing Address for the Dominican Center is no longer in Farmington Hills.  Because 

many of you use different names for mailing to the Center: e.g., Dominican Center: 

Spirituality for Mission or Dominican Center for Religious Development or simply 

Dominican Center or Karen Rossman, OP, the post office has difficulty forwarding the 

mail.  The correct address is: 

                                                   Dominican Center 

                                                       P.O. Box 671 

                                               Adrian, Michigan 49221 

                                                 Phone: 517.920.1955 

https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/globe-world?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.overshootday.org/

