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crispness of fall morn 

sun shining through changing leaves 

brings peace to my mind 

calling me to pause 

remember the warm feeling 

write it in your heart 

during these days of  

rapid transformation we 

need to learn to breathe 

taking it all in 

storing up sunshine and hope 

last us through winter 

when darkness pervades 

and our thoughts are ill at ease  

longing for the light 

cherish then today 

beauty that is before you 

Sol that fills the soul 
                                                         Jill Maria Murdy  

                                                                        September 22, 2012 
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Come, Celebrate with us! 
40th Anniversary Colloquium 

October 25, 2021 
 

Last Year (2020) the Dominican Center celebrated its 40th anniversary. The Center 

opened on September 1, 1980.   However, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

formal celebration was delayed until this fall 2021.  

We are planning a Colloquium with prayer, two excellent professional presenters, and a 

celebratory lunch. Forty years is a significant milestone.   

We will honor and thank the two founders of the Dominican Center: Sisters Charlotte 

Hoefer, OP and Carol Johannes, OP.  

 

                                                                   About the Day… 

                  Cost: $95.00 (includes Lunch) *  

9:30 a.m.         Gathering  
10:00 a.m.         The Day begins with prayer                                

Father Vic Clore, PhD will begin our day with prayer.  Father Vic 
Clore, of the Archdiocese of Detroit, has long been associated with the 
Dominican Center directing many of our retreats.   
 
He has been a parish priest in Detroit since 1966, always serving in 
racially integrating city parishes. Father Clore is Pastor of two 
churches: Christ the King Parish in Northwest Detroit and St. Suzanne, 
Our Lady Gate of Heaven Parish. His pastoral specialty is blending 
Sacred Scripture and Human Psychology.  Fr. Clore has a PhD in 

Developmental Psychology and an STL in Systematic Theology; He is Professor Emeritus at              
the University of Detroit Mercy and Sacred Heart Major Seminary. 
 

 
We are very fortunate to have two excellent speakers to help us celebrate 
our important day: Doctors Patricia Cooney Hathaway and Patricia 
McDonald, OP.   Both are accomplished and professional women.   They 
will gift our celebratory day with wonderful presentations. 

*If Covid requires it, this day will be virtual. 
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About our Presenters 

Patricia Cooney Hathaway, PhD is a Professor of Spirituality and 
Systematic Theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary.  

Dr. Hathaway earned her Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 
Spirituality, Human and Spiritual Development from Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C.  Her Doctoral 
Specialization was Systematic Theology, Spirituality, and Human 
and Spiritual Development.  

Dr. Cooney Hathaway’s presentation is entitled To Do the Truth in Love:  The 

Contribution of Dominican Spirituality to the Church and to the World.    

She notes that a spirituality does not develop in a vacuum.  This presentation will explore 

the development of Dominican Spirituality through the centuries as it responded to the 

cultural and spiritual issues of the day.  In particular, it will highlight the contributions of 

significant members of the Dominican Order, who in their own lives witnessed to the truth 

of Catherine of Siena’s challenge: “Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world 

on fire.” 

  
Patricia L. McDonald OP, Ed.D, LPC, CSW is a Professor at Siena Heights 

University in the Graduate Division.  

 

She teaches courses in Clinical Mental Health, Leadership, Psychology, 

and Education.  Pat has also taught for A.T. Still University, Central 

Michigan University, and the University of Phoenix. Dr. McDonald 

consults and provides professional seminars with businesses, churches, 

hospital organizations, and mental health agencies.     

Dr. McDonald’s colloquium presentation is entitled:  

Spirituality – moving forward – in context, action and truth! 

She notes that the Dominican tradition emphasizes community, prayer, service, and study.  

These four pillars are “lived into” by each of us in our daily realities. These four pillars 

cause us to ask ourselves:  

• How do I enter with others in forming community? 

• How does my prayer help me to continue moving forward? 

• How can I be of service for others in their times and needs in society?  

• How do I continue to learn and grow as I study the needs and issues in society?  

Words are not enough, we are called to be, to live out the scripture mandates.  It is our 

responsibility to be a “change agent” for our sisters and brothers in their time, place, 

and space.  How will you choose to live so others can have a chance at life? 
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Registration form will arrive by email very soon. 
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about Our Founders 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Hoefer, O.P. 

 
Charlotte Hoefer, O.P., after a rich history of a variety of ministries, entered into a new 

ministry and sought training in Spiritual Direction at the Center for Religious Development 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It was as a result of this training and many conversations 

with many of her Dominican Sisters that she dreamed of a center in Michigan which would 

prepare spiritual directors. With support from the Adrian Dominican Congregation and that 

of Carol Johannes, O.P., who at the time was the Prioress of the Congregation, Charlotte 

opened the Dominican Center for Religious Development on September 1, 1980. 

 

The work of training spiritual directors began on the east side of Detroit at the convent of 

Dominican High School. There she was later joined by Sister Carol Johannes who had 

completed her time as Prioress. During her time as Director, Charlotte also began a 

satellite location in the East Lansing area to provide Spiritual Direction training for those in 

that geographical area.  

 

Charlotte, in her work as Director of the Dominican Center, saw to it that, in addition to 

providing the training for spiritual directors, other opportunities to enrich one's spirituality 

were provided: retreats, colloquiums, and opportunities for those trained in spiritual 

direction to gather together frequently to enrich and support one another. 

 

The Center has had several locations: Dominican High School in Detroit, St. Mel's convent 

in Livonia, and St. Paul's Passionist Retreat Center in Detroit. While the Center was 

located at St Paul's, Charlotte retired from the position of Director, but continued her 

ministry of spiritual direction. She has always offered her support of the Center over these 

many years.  
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Carol Johannes, OP 

 
Like most Adrian Dominicans, Sister Carol Johannes began her ministerial career 

teaching, small children at first and high schoolers later. In the late sixties Carol was 

appointed as director of initial formation, the time women who were desiring membership 

in the Congregation spent getting to know what religious life is all about. After several 

years of initial formation work, Carol was asked, along with Sister Charlotte Hoefer, to 

engage in a graduate program in pastoral theology preparing her for ongoing formation 

with the sisters as a spiritual director. She earned both a Master of Divinity and a Masters 

of Theology with a concentration in spiritual direction from Weston School of Theology in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

That was decades ago and Carol is still doing direction and retreat work. This has taken 

her to many sites in the U.S. as well as to all Adrian Dominican overseas Missions: Puerto 

Rico, the Dominican Republic, Peru, East Africa and the Philippines. 

 

In 1987, following two terms as Prioress of the Congregation, Carol joined 

the staff of the Dominican Center for Religious Development and continued to minister 

there until her retirement from full time ministry. Throughout their years of ministry at the 

Dominican Center, Charlotte and Carol were joined at various times by other Adrian 

Dominicans who enhanced the Center’s ministry: Sisters Rosemarie Kieffer, Teresa Disch, 

Maribeth Howell and Joanne Podlucky assisted with the Internship, and Sisters Mary Ward 

and Helen Sohn gifted the Center with their secretarial expertise. 

As she approaches 90, Carol is still doing direction because she loves it, finds it 

immensely rewarding, and never ceases to be awed at the wonderful ways God acts in the 

lives of those who journey in faith. 

 

We honor these women and offer gratitude and blessing for all who have followed 

their lead and shared their gifts in this ministry of spiritual direction.  Please come 

and celebrate with us.  This is a time for rejoicing! 


