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Barb introduces herself 
 
Autumn is the time of both new beginnings and a time of letting go. As we 
enjoy these last days of summer it is a bittersweet time for some—especially 
for children who will enter or re-enter the school year. Family vacations are 
also winding down and the gardens are looking a bit shabby and soon will 
drop their foliage and prepare for winter. 
 
There are changes afoot at the Dominican Center: Spirituality for Mission. 

After serving for four years Karen Rossman has stepped down as the Director. She has led the 
Center through the turmoil of the Covid pandemic and has more than earned her rest. I have 
accepted the position and look forward to walking and working with the board and all those we 
serve effective September 6, 2022. 
 
A little about myself. I am a Dominican Sister of Adrian and came to that as a “second career.” 
The first part of my life I worked in various Detroit area businesses, as well as the Archdiocese 
of Detroit. During that time, I also attended night classes at several colleges or universities.  
After my formation years I took a year to complete a Bachelor of Art degree at Siena Heights 
and then embarked on a ministerial career that primarily centered on pastoral ministry in four 
Michigan dioceses. Early on, I was given the opportunity to study theology at Aquinas Institute 
of Theology, earning a master’s degree. I have also studied Clinical Pastoral Education in 
Chicago and Providence.   
 
This past November I stepped down from the parish of Saint Helen in St. Helen Michigan 
(Roscommon County). I served that parish for more than 17 years as Pastoral Administrator 
responsible for every aspect of parish life.  While not without its challenges I loved that ministry 
and the people with whom I shared faith and life. I gave it my all but knew it was time to move 
ahead to whatever lied ahead. 
 
I have known each director of the DCRD/Dominican Center and it is with a bit of apprehension 
that I take over as Director.  I look to the experience and dreams of the Board of Directors as we 
move forward into the post-Covid world. We trust the Holy Spirit will guide us as we discern how 
to be present to the spiritual needs of the people in Metro Detroit and beyond.  
 
As you might know, we have lost our office at the Mercy Center. Faith Offman procured us an 
office at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center on the far westside of Detroit. I plan on splitting my 
time between the office and my Warren homes. Until October 7 please use 8609 Kennedy 
Circle Unit 7, Warren MI 48093. Afterwards the Center’s mailing address will be 29117 Gilbert 
Dr, Warren 48093. You may contact me on my cell phone: 989-709-0250. 
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